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(718) 774-1002

www.ms61.org
School Leadership Team Meeting #4 -- Minutes

November 23, 2009
Attendance:  12 members:  R. Barker, S. Danzy, D. Darby, J. Fletcher, 
M. Gibbs, A. Greene, A. Langrin, R. Morman, A. Newball, C. Orta, S. Taylor, 
1 absence: Ms. A. Benton-Lewis
· The meeting opened with Ms. Karen Leone, from PBIS giving a presentation.  PBIS, Positive Behavior Intervention Support, is a group that seeks to help prevent disruptive behavior by rewarding students instead of punishing them.  They were commissioned by the Department of Education because of the high amount of incidents of suspensions and occurrences within the school last school year.

· Minutes from SLT meetings #2 & 3 were read and accepted.

· The issue of how to get parents to attend PA meetings was discussed.  Some suggestions were to offer food, carfare, babysitting services, raffles and/or giveaways.  It was also suggested that we survey parents to find out what topics they are interested in learning about.  Also staff announcements so that the teachers who have children in the school can attend the meetings.  The next PA meeting will take place on December 16, 2009.  Progress reports will also be given to the students at this time.

For the 6th grade students who are participating in CFY, we can also ask parents to attend PA meetings to gain information that is necessary to them receiving the computer.

· Ms. Morman was confirmed as the UFT designee who will attend the meetings on behalf of Mr. Rison.

· Follow-up to the C-30 for A.P.: Ms. Palmer’s name was submitted.  We are awaiting the required background check before she can be formally appointed to the position.

· A $65,000 grant was approved for Academic Intervention in ELA, Math and Science for Level 1 students and special needs children. 
5 Mimios, which are Interactive computer units will be purchased for the school with some of these funds.

· Ms. Langrin will meet with Ms. Taylor to take a look at what grants are available. 

· The Quality Review is set for March 3, 2010.  Areas in which we were deficient for school year 2008-2009 will be looked at.  Art is one of the areas in which we were deficient.
Some items that will be focused on are:  Differentiated instruction and follow-up should be included in teachers’ lesson plans.  Children will be interviewed to see if they know what level they are on, and how they can improve themselves.  Also, how children are grouped in the classrooms will also be examined.

· Staff handbooks will be distributed at the next faculty conference on Monday December 7, 2009.

The meeting adjourned @ 6:35 PM.
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