Dr. Gladstone H. Atwell Middle School 61
400 Empire Blvd

Brooklyn, NY  11225

(718) 774-1002

www.ms61.org
School Leadership Team Meeting #6-- Minutes

December 21, 2009
Attendance:  10 members:  R. Barker, A. Benton-Lewis, S. Danzy, D. Darby, J. Fletcher, M. Gibbs, A. Greene, R. Morman, A. Newball, C. Orta, 

Mr. S. O’Donoghue (Ms. S. Taylor had an engagement with the Superintendent & arrived late)
1 absence: A. Langrin
· The minutes from SLT meeting #5 were read and accepted with minimal revisions.
· Ms. Gibbs, Parent Member commented on the Winter Ball that took place on December 18, 2009.  She stated that the music that was played was inappropriate for the crowd’s age and incited lewd dancing.  Some of the 8th grade girls were dressed provocatively and inappropriately.  A suggestion was made that for future functions clear expectations for behavior and dress should be communicated.  Another suggestion was to hold a parent workshop regarding decorum, dress, behavior and also pick-up times for the students.

· The Student/Parent Handbook was presented for review.  This handbook contains the requirements for the students.  It addresses protocol for building procedures for parents when they enter and leave the building and procedures for signing students out of the building during the school day.  It was suggested that the members review the handbook over the break and bring feedback and/or suggestions and revisions to the next SLT meeting scheduled for January 4, 2010.  Once it is finalized, Sra. Newball suggested that we contact the Department of Education to provide translated copies.
· The faculty handbook was revisited.  The question was raised as to whether its presentation means that it is finalized or is open for changes.  The handbook is viewed as a “work in progress.”  However, there is a discrepancy between what was told to the staff members and what is discussed by administration.

· Ms. Morman suggested that the school rids itself of the name “STAR academy.”  This is because there are several other schools that carry the same terminology and it has caused confusion to the incoming students and their parents who thought that they had applied to our school, but were misled by another school with the same name.  Ms. Taylor responded that the name change is already in progress.

· It was suggested that there be a celebration for Dr. Gladstone H. Atwell’s birthday that should take place throughout the school.  The children should be taught about the school’s namesake.  The school should also try to reach out to Dr. Atwell’s family members to attend the celebration.

· This brought about the topic of the importance of teaching students about their family history.

· Ms. Greene was asked to contact the Parks Department to inquire as to how we can go about acquiring the park next to the school.

· Ms. Morman will be provided with updated copies of the SLT minutes to be posted in the teachers’ lounges.

The meeting adjourned @ 6:31 PM.
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