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www.ms61.org
School Leadership Team Meeting #7-- Minutes

January 4, 2010
Attendance:  12 members:  R. Barker, A. Benton-Lewis, S. Danzy, D. Darby, J. Fletcher, M. Gibbs, A. Greene, A. Langrin , R. Morman, A. Newball, C. Orta, 

Ms. S. Taylor & Mr. S. O’Donoghue 
0 absences 
· The minutes from SLT meeting #6 were read and accepted.

· Ms. Orta was asked to email all of the corrected minutes to Ms. R. Morman for posting in the staff lounges.  She was also asked to email them to all the other members.

· The school name change has already been established at DOE headquarters.  The next step is for the school to remove the “STARS” name from all school letterhead and stationery.  All staff members must be made aware of the name change and should discard all old stationery once these changes are made. 

· It was suggested that the students should be challenged to come up with a school song.  It can be done as a contest.  Ms. Danzy will write up an advertisement that should be made during morning announcements.  There will be a one (1) month time limit on the contest.

· Ms. Greene contacted the Brooklyn borough President, Marty Markowitz’s office regarding the playground adjacent to the school.  She was told that there was a process called “Alienation of Parklands” that must be followed.  In order to acquire the property, the school must contact their councilman’s office and also elected officials in order for them to grant permission and/or funds for the property.  As per the NYC Parks Department, the school must give back land equal to the size and value of the property in question.  This idea of acquiring the property will not be pursued.  The school will continue to use the property as before.

· Ms. Greene also spoke as to the volunteer project that she is spearheading.  As of the date of this meeting, only one (1) parent has contacted her regarding volunteering.  Many schools that are successful have a great deal of involvement from parents.  Ms. Taylor would like to turn the lobby into a “living room” so that parents can feel welcome from the time they step through the school doors.  The idea is that once parents feel welcome, they will feel the need to participate more in their child’s school.  

· The SLT would like to have a PTA instead of a PA.  Ms. Taylor will start by addressing the staff members whose children attend the school for their participation.

· This year’s operating costs for the CFY program has tripled from $5,000 to 
$15, 000.  The projected dates for distribution of the computers are January 30, 2010 and two (2) others dates in February.  The program is not donating laptops, but the old CPU’s and monitors.  It was suggested that the grant-writing committee do some research to find out which companies are donating laptops to schools.
· Ms. Danzy received an email regarding changes to the C-30 process.  There are 6 steps that are required.  We have completed four (4) of these steps.  We need to forward the attendance sheet and other documents to the appropriate office.
· Ms. Langrin reported that two (2) teachers have submitted their names in interest of being on the grant-writing committee.  Sra. Newball also volunteered to be on the committee.  Ms. Langrin will coordinate with the interested parties to set up a meeting for Friday January 8, 2010.

· Ms. Taylor reported that she has heard negative criticisms concerning the Faculty handbook.  She said that from September through the December distribution date, no staff member approached her regarding suggestions for the handbook or to offer their time to proofread it.  The criticism that is being talked about is showing disrespect to the members who worked hard on the handbook.  She said that since this is the first edition of the handbook, changes can and will be accepted for the edition for the 2010-2011 school year.  She will also accept volunteers for a sub-committee for the next edition.  Mr. O’Donoghue stated that the term “work in progress” implies that at some time the work will cease.  He suggested that we use the term “living document” which means that the edition that is printed will suffice for the present, but will be re-visited for the next school term.
· The parents need to meet to discuss if any changes should be made to the student/parent handbook.

· Next meeting’s agenda will include:  Science Lab construction; Family Involvement; School Spirit; Principal’s Tea Party; Involvement of staff members with child in school; Quality Review.
The meeting adjourned @ 6:39 PM.
1

SLTMinutes1.4.2010


