Dr. Gladstone H. Atwell Middle School 61
400 Empire Blvd

Brooklyn, NY  11225

(718) 774-1002

www.ms61.org
School Leadership Team Meeting #15-- Minutes

May 3, 2010
Attendance:  11 members:  R. Barker, A. Benton-Lewis, S. Danzy, D. Darby,

J. Fletcher, M.Gibbs, A. Greene, R. Morman, A. Newball, C. Orta, S. Taylor 
& Ms. A. Thompson, PC
1 absence: A. Langrin
· The minutes from SLT meeting #14 were read and accepted.
· Ms. Taylor presented her proposal of re-naming the academies at today’s faculty conference.  She will allow staff members ample opportunity to present their suggestions for new names for the academies.  The names and/or themes that will be considered must be indicative of what is being offered to the students or what we expect them to aspire to be and/or be representative of who the students are.  The students need to be inspired by a sense of pride and dignity and have a sense of belonging.  The acronyms such as performing arts and technology and communication arts cannot be fully realized due to budgetary constraints.  We cannot hire teachers who specifically teach these areas.  Many students do not know what their academy’s acronym actually means.  Also they do not know who Dr. Gladstone H. Atwell, the school’s namesake is and what was his contribution or the reason why the school adopted his name.  This needs to be taught to all students.
· Volunteers are needed for assisting the school at the Middle School summit that will be held on Saturday May 15, 2010 @ Medgar Evers College from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.

· Ms. Taylor distributed a form for all the information that needs to be collected  from the Parents Association and the SLT to help prepare for the State Review on May 25, 2010. 

· The Junior Prom for the seventh graders will be held on Thursday May 20, 2010 from 4:00 – 7:00 PM.  Tickets will be $7.00 and all seventh graders are invited.

This event is held as a preview to the eighth grade prom so that the students can know what to expect.

· Several parent members of the SLT complained about the lack of courtesy that is shown to them by the office staff when calling the school.  Ms. Taylor is asking anyone with a complaint to please put it in writing.

· Ms. Taylor will hold auditions from amongst the staff members to be the recorded voice for the automated telephone system for the school.

· Tabled and/or new items for the next agenda include:  

· student agendas 

· review of time for SLT meetings

·  information for the State review

·  June 25, 2010 carnival and PA barbecue

·  parent resource room

·  re-modeling of the lobby

·  CEP

· SLT Self-Evaluation:  Look at the legacy, Looking to the Future

The meeting adjourned @ 6:56 PM.
1

SLTMinutes5.3.2010


