Dr. Gladstone H. Atwell Middle School 61
400 Empire Blvd

Brooklyn, NY  11225

(718) 774-1002

www.ms61.org
School Leadership Team Meeting #8-- Minutes

January 11, 2010
Attendance:  12 members:  R. Barker, A. Benton-Lewis, S. Danzy, D. Darby, 
J. Fletcher, M. Gibbs, A. Greene, R. Morman, A. Newball, C. Orta, Ms. S. Taylor 
& Mr. S. O’Donoghue 
0 absences:  
· The minutes from SLT meeting #7 were read and accepted.

· Ms. Morman gave an update on the Science Lab:   The school is waiting for the Department of Construction to turn over the keys and to provide training to the staff that will be using the Lab.  This should take place by January 14, 2010.
· Ms. Morman also spoke about the bulletin boards.  They were removed and there are no funds to replace them or the ceilings in need of repair in the staff lounges.  The long wait has caused undue stress upon the staff that uses these lounges.

· The ad for the school song was not yet submitted to Ms. Taylor.  Ms. Danzy stated that it will be submitted to run in the Britou-Moore academy’s newsletter.  The deadline for submissions will be Friday, February 5, 2010.  The contestants will perform the afternoon of the 5th.  Finalists will be heard during AM homerooms and grade assemblies.  The contest will be opened to staff as well as students.  The question arose as to who will judge the contestants.  It was suggested that we invite members from the community to judge the contest.

· The Britou-Moore academy’s newsletter is asking for donations from parents and the community at large to support its production costs.  It costs $5.00 to print 4 pages of the newsletter.  Businesses in the area can run ads in the paper.   
Ms. Fletcher stated that she was told that there was a conflict with her soliciting funds to support the newsletter because of her position as PAC representative.  As per Ms. Greene’s conversation with Ms. Thompson, Parent Coordinator, the subject that was being addressed when this statement was made did not have anything to do with the subject of her soliciting funds for the newsletter.
· Ms. Greene spoke about the Family involvement piece.  She stated that there have been a few more people who have expressed interest in volunteering in the school.    There is a parent workshop scheduled for Wednesday January 27, 2010 and a Parent Committee meeting scheduled for Friday January 29, 2010.

· A student who was selling cookies was robbed of the cookies.  The child was not hurt, but now the children are scared to participate in these events.  A suggestion was made that some Intervention specialists should be freed up to be able to roam the hallways and stairways and to deal with other disciplinary problems.  Ms. Taylor replied that the I.S.’s must be in the classrooms for a fixed amount of periods.  This issue was tabled for the next meeting.
The meeting adjourned @ 6:44 PM.
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